
 

March 23, 2020 

To:  

Member of Knesset Benjamin Netanyahu  Member of Knesset Moshe Kahlon 

Prime Minister  Minister of Finance 

Dear all, 

Regarding:  Assembling an Emergency Relief Package for those unable to  

survive a period of lockdown 

1. I am contacting you to request that you urgently intervene in order to assemble 

an Emergency Relief Package for residents in extreme economic distress.  

2. The government has taken a number of steps to support workers who have lost 

their livelihood or were placed on unpaid leave, yet the measures are primarily 

directed toward members of the public who worked in formal workplaces prior 

to the crisis, such as salaried and freelance workers. This country is also home to 

a population contending with poverty and extreme economic hardship on a 

routine basis, and there are groups among the population who are on the 

margins of society with no familial or communal support, as they have lost their 

source of income. 

3. These groups include people who live under the radar of the government and do 

not benefit from the steps taken thus far. As opposed to the majority of citizens, 

they are unable to cope without any income beyond an extremely short period 

of time, and require urgent assistance for basic existence, let alone to lead 

humane dignified lives. 

4. We are referring to people who support themselves under great pressure, 

through intermittent work and temporary jobs, and are not eligible for 

unemployment benefits, or have already utilized their unemployment insurance 

eligibility; people who have not utilized their subsistence or disability benefits for 

any number of reasons; people who are sustained by community support and 

contributions; people experiencing homelessness; migrants and asylum seekers 

who hardly earn a decent livelihood; sex workers; people who work for 

employment agencies; people who carry out informal labor such as cleaning; and 

more.  



 

5. There are also people who receive subsistence benefits, which are notoriously 

insufficient for even a minimally dignified existence, and routinely rely on 

intermittent work, soup kitchens, and support from relatives and the 

community, to survive. 

6. The extension of the lockdown regulations beyond a few days will rapidly lead to 

a dire crisis among these populations, gravely harming people’s capacity to 

survive, eat, obtain medications, and pay rent. Such a blow is further debilitating 

in light of the challenges faced by community organizations, which routinely 

provide aid and food, when their workers are also homebound under lockdown. 

7. We seek to alert you clearly and directly, the lack of swift governmental efforts 

to provide the same people living on the margins of our society with basic 

sustenance – money, food, and medicine – will not only violate their basic 

rights to live in dignity and health, but will also almost certainly lead to the 

violation of lockdown, endangering their own health and that of others. We 

cannot demand social solidarity from those facing starvation, without aiding 

them in surviving this challenging period.  

8. Yesterday, the police also warned that they are preparing for a situation wherein 

people in extreme financial duress will commit offenses to survive, such as theft 

and looting, through the deployment of officers and security guards. This is not 

the solution, and it is unthinkable for a democratic country to allow for a 

situation in which security forces are stationed on streets to protect property 

from starving citizens, or to deter anarchy. Every effort must be made to avoid 

the intensifying existential despair faced by these populations and the further 

deterioration of the situation in advance.   

9. The world’s nations are required to aid the most marginalized communities. 

Thus, Canada proposed increasing the amount for child allowances, as well as 

establishing a fund to support those experiencing homelessness, populations 

living in poverty, and women and children living in shelters due to domestic 

violence. In Australia, a package of 66 billion dollars was approved to help small 

businesses and the unemployed. New Zealand announced a package of 

incentives that amounted to 4% of the national GDP, which included subsidizing 

salaries, reinforcements to the health care system, fiscal transfers to low-income 

families, and tax reductions. Germany decided to issue grants and loans to entire 

populations including small business owners, caregivers, and cleaners.1 

                                                 
1 Sivan Klingbail and Dafna Maor “There Is Complete Chaos, the Business Sector Has Been Forsaken.” The 
Marker, 23.3.20. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2020/03/canadas-covid-19-economic-response-plan-support-for-canadians-and-businesses.html#Income_Support_for
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/mar/22/what-australias-189bn-coronaviruseconomic-rescue-package-means-for-you


 

10. In light of all of the above, we urge the immediate implementation of the 

following two actions with regard to the most vulnerable population: 

a. Order the establishment of an emergency hotline, and the allocation of 

an emergency budget for subsistence grants, basic food provision, and 

medications, to ensure a dignified existence for all in need, until the 

situation stabilizes. 

b. Via emergency legislation, order the automatic deferral of all recurring 

payments made to state or local authorities, as well as debts owed to 

either federal or local authorities until the situation stabilizes.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Sharon Abraham-Weiss, Attorney 

Executive Director 


